
The United States Navy
Band revived its High
School Concerto

Competition in the spring of
2001.  The 2001 Concerto
Competition was so successful
that Commander Gambone
made the competition an annual

event. This year’s winner is
marimba soloist, Eric Arthur
Roberts.  Roberts is a junior at
Lake Braddock Secondary
School in Burke, Va.  He has
performed in numerous school
and community ensembles
including a Carnegie Hall
concert with the American
Youth Philharmonic, Mount
Vernon Youth Orchestra and a
feature at Lake Braddock’s
Virginia Band and Orchestra
Directors Association Honor
Band Hall of Fame Concert for
Composition.  He is also a
member of the National
Symphony Youth Fellowship
Program. Roberts performed
the 1st movement of Paul
Creston’s Concertino for
Marimba and Band with The
United States Navy Band at
River Hill High School in
Clarksville, Md. on May 10,
2002.

The other finalists were

French hornist, Daniel
Callaway from Towson High
School; trombonists, Jeff
Harrigan and Timothy Shneier
from Mount Hebron High
School; saxophonist,
Christopher Jordan from
Howard High School; flutist,

Greta Pike from
Woodrow
Wilson Senior
High School;
clarinetist, Sara
Rouhi from
Bishop Ireton
High School;
saxophonist,
Katie Schuh
from Lake
Braddock
Secondary
School;

clarinetist, Dagmar Van Engen
from Southern High School;
clarinetist, Eleanor Weigert
from Mount Vernon High
School; and marimba player,
Scott Zaloudek from Stafford
Senior High School.

All of the finalists were
invited to perform on the
concert with the Navy Band on
John Barnes Chance’s
Variations on a Korean Folk
Song and John Philip Sousa’s
Washington Post March.  The
Navy Band is pleased to know
and work with all these talented
young musicians.

COUNTRY CURRENT
PERFORMS AT

THE WHITE HOUSE
The Country Current

performed at the Congressional
Barbecue that was hosted by
President George W. Bush at
The White House on June 5,
2002.  The president, vice
president and other high-ranking
dignitaries were in attendance.

The Grammy Award
winning group, “Asleep at the
Wheel” also performed at the
event.  Lead vocalist and
guitarist, Ray Benson sat in with
members of Country Current on
Blackberry Blossom. ff
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Performance Calendar
The U.S. Navy Band and specialty groups present the following FREE concerts.  Tickets or reservations are not required

unless noted (*).  For more information call (202) 433-2525.

All concert information is accurate at time of publication, though subject to change due to weath-
er and other conditions. For concert updates call the 24-hour Navy Band Performance Calendar
at (202) 433-2525, or visit us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil.

JULY
NAVY BAND &
SEA CHANTERS
THURSDAY, JULY 4, 8 P.M.
“Concerts & Fireworks on the Beach”
Corner of N. Division St. & the Beach
Ocean City, Md.

COMMODORES
WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 7 P.M.
Rock Hall Harbor
21144 Green Ln.
Rock Hall, Md.

SATURDAY, JULY 6, 7:30 P.M.
Fountain Square
Reston Town Center
Reston, Va.

SUNDAY, JULY 7, 7:30 P.M.
Mason District Park
6621 Columbia Pike
Annandale, Va.

SUNDAY, JULY 14, 7:30 P.M.
Lawn Theater
10120 Apple Ridge Rd.
Montgomery Village, Md.

COUNTRY CURRENT
WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 7 P.M.
William A. Humbert Amphitheater
39 Hickory Ave.
Bel Air, Md.

CRUISERS
WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 7:30 P.M.
Freedom Park
Medford, N.J.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 24, 8 P.M.
Maury Stadium
600 Barton St.
Fredericksburg, Va.

THURSDAY, JULY 25, 7:30 P.M.
U.S. Naval Academy
Rip Miller Field
Annapolis, Md.

FRIDAY, JULY 26, 7:30 P.M.
Bandstand (Boardwalk area)
Bethany Beach, Del.

SUNDAY, JULY 28, 6 P.M.
Downs Park
8311 John Downs Loop
Pasadena, Md.

CEREMONIAL BAND
SUNDAY, JULY 28, 6:30 P.M.
Twilight Tattoo
Ft. McHenry
Baltimore, Md.

AUGUST
NAVY BAND
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 7 P.M.
William A. Humbert Amphitheater
39 Hickory Ave.
Bel Air, Md.

NAVY BAND &
SEA CHANTERS
MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 8 P.M.
“Navy Band Alumni Concert”
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 6 P.M.
Cavalier Heights Visitors Center (Rte. 340)*
Harpers Ferry National Historic Park
Harpers Ferry, W.Va.
*For more information call (304) 876-6066.

SEA CHANTERS
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 7 P.M.
Wheaton Regional Park
200 Shorefield Rd.
Wheaton, Md.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 8 P.M.
“Cicada Festival”
Mt. Gretna Playhouse
Mt. Gretna, Pa.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 6 P.M.
John F. Kennedy Center

for the Performing Arts
Millennium Stage
Washington, D.C.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 7 P.M.
Town Center
Corner of Dover & Harrison Sts.
Easton, Md.

COMMODORES
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 7 P.M.
Cabin John Regional Park
7400 Tuckerman Ln.
Rockville, Md.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 6 P.M.
West Goshen Community Park
North 5 Points Rd. & Fern Hill Rd.
West Chester, Pa.

MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 7:30 P.M.
Charlestown Retirement Center
719 Maiden Choice Ln.
Catonsville, Md.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2 P.M.
Indian Park
Park Rd.
Montoursville, Pa.

COUNTRY CURRENT
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 7:30 P.M.
U.S. Naval Academy
Rip Miller Field
Annapolis, Md.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 7 P.M.
“Night Out Against Crime”
Bath County High School Football Field
Warm Springs, Va.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 5 P.M.
Downs Park
8311 John Downs Loop
Pasadena, Md.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 8 P.M.
Bandstand (Boardwalk area)
Rehoboth Beach, Del.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 7:30 P.M.
Bandstand (Boardwalk area)
Bethany Beach, Del.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 7:30 P.M.
Fountain Square
Reston Town Center
Reston, Va.

CRUISERS
THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 7 P.M.
Chambersburg Memorial Park
McKinley and Stouffer Ave.
Chambersburg, Pa.
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 7 P.M.
Berkeley Springs High School
Rte. 522
Berkeley Springs, W.Va.
SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 7:30 P.M.
Rose Tree Park
Rte. 1 at 252
Media, Pa.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 7:30 P.M.
Mason District Park
6621 Columbia Pike
Annandale, Va.
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 7 P.M.
Surratts-Clinton Library
9400 Piscataway Rd.
Clinton, Md.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 7 P.M.
White Horse Park
239 Ocean Pkwy.
Ocean Pines, Md.

LOOKING AHEAD
TO SEPTEMBER

SEA CHANTERS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 6:30 P.M.
Lake Redmon
William Kain York County Park
Jacobus, Pa.

COUNTRY CURRENT
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2:30 P.M.
Bowling Green Town Festival
Near the City Courthouse
Bowling Green, Va.

CRUISERS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 4 P.M.
Garrett Lakes Fine Arts Festival
McHenry, Md.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 6:30 P.M.
North Beach Boardwalk Pavilion
Waterfront area
North Beach, Md.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 4 P.M.
St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church
8908 Old Branch Ave.
Clinton, Md.

Country Current leader MUCS Wayne Taylor looks on as Ray Benson,
lead vocalist and guitarist with “Asleep at the Wheel” sits in with
Country Current at The White House.

Concerto competition winner, Eric A. Roberts per-
forms with the Navy Band.

some more kayaking . . . The list is endless.
CW…I’m not sure if working on your house is

considered a hobby, but I derive a great satisfaction from
home improvements that I do myself.  I go through stages
where I read a great deal.  My interests change a lot but
when I’m into something, I like to read as much as I can
about it.  I enjoy learning.

I had two precious kitty cats that I raised, and although
they are now in “Kitty Heaven”, they certainly gave me a
new appreciation for animals.  I look forward to having

pets again after I am settled.
And everyone in the band knows that I love Star Trek!

“Live long and prosper.”
I would just like to say how much I appreciate the

friendships I have developed over the years.  I have been at
the Navy Band longer than I lived at home with my
parents.  I know you hear it over and over, but we truly are
a family and I am so thankful that I had the opportunity to
be a part of it.  I thank God for my good fortune all the
time. What a great life!

from Farewell

U.S. NAVY BAND & SPECIALTY UNITS 
2002 SUMMER CONCERT SCHEDULE 

WASHINGTON, D.C.
The U.S. Navy Band and specialty groups present the following FREE concerts.

For more information call (202) 433-2525.

U.S. CAPITOL
(West Side) 

Mondays, June 3 – August 26 at 8 p.m.

July 1, No concert
8, Commodores
15, Commodores
22, Cruisers
29, Navy Band

August 5, Country Current
12, Navy Band
19, Navy Band & Sea Chanters
26, Navy Band

NAVY MEMORIAL
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.

Tuesdays,  June 4 – August 27 at 8 p.m.

July 2, Navy Band & Sea Chanters
9, Commodores
16, Commodores
23, Navy Band & Sea Chanters
30, Navy Band

August 6, U.S. Coast Guard Band
13, Navy Band & Sea Chanters
20, Navy Band & Sea Chanters
27, Navy Band

SPECIAL CONCERTS AT NAVY MEMORIAL

Navy Band Alumni Concert
Monday, August 5 at 8 p.m.
Navy Band & Sea Chanters

Labor Day Concert
Monday, September 2 at 8 p.m.

Navy Band & Sea Chanters



C O M M A N D E R ’ S M E S S A G E

As I begin writing another
Commander’s Column, the words
of George Gershwin’s

“Summertime” ring in my ears.  Well, I
agree that it’s summertime but the living is
definitely not easy.  Rewarding, challenging and busy may
more accurately describe the Navy Band’s summer.  Our
musical units are travelling far and wide entertaining the
public and supporting our Navy and that’s just the way we
like it!

In August we will host the members of our Navy Band
Alumni Association for their biannual meeting.  This year’s
concert will be held on Monday, August 5, 2002 at 8 p.m.
at the Navy Memorial and features the Navy Band and Sea
Chanters. Many of our alumni will be performing with us
on this concert and we are expecting some former Navy
Band leaders to conduct.  We are looking forward to a big
turnout this year so we can see our old friends and share
“sea stories” once again.  In addition to the Monday night
concert, band members and alumni will have an
opportunity to get together for dinner at the Non-
Commissioned Officers Club on Andrews Air Force Base
on Sunday night August 4 and at a reception after the
concert at the Navy Memorial on Monday night.  I hope to
see many of you at this very special concert.

The Navy Band will once again be presenting special
“Concerts on the Avenue” on July 23 and August 13 at the
Navy Memorial.  The Navy Band, Sea Chanters and a few
members of the Cruisers will combine their talents to
present a program entitled, “Salute to America.”  The 75-
minute program is based on our Fourth of July concert that
will be performed in Ocean City, Md. this year. We will
also do a performance of the program on July 2 at the
Navy Memorial.  The show will trace our American history
from the revolution to the present through music and
feature patriotic, rock, country, big band and Broadway
selections.  Should be fun for the whole family.

Thank you for your continued support of the Navy
Band.  Hope to see you at one of our concerts this summer.

F E AT U R E S / C O N C E R T H I G H L I G H T S

Public Affairs Office
The United States Navy Band
617 Warrington Ave., S.E.
Washington Navy Yard, D.C. 20374-5054

Once again it is that time of the
year when the spring season
moves into summer.  Students

are graduating and preparing for new
challenges in their lives.  As the Navy
Band prepares for its summer concert
season, we also have members
preparing for a new challenge.
Two members of the Concert
Band, SeniorChief Musicians
Liz Enagonioand Connie
Whitfieldare retiring.  Their
talent, dedication, commitment,
and concern for others will be
greatly missed.  These are two
very special individuals.

Background….
LE….I am a native of

Montgomery County, Md.  I
came to music early because my
parents loved and listened to all
kinds of music: classical, opera,
folk, bluegrass and jazz.  The
defining moment came when, as
a child of about six or seven, I
fell in love with the sound of my
neighbor’s son practicing the
clarinet.  I knew then that I wanted to
play music.  In sixth grade, I started
playing clarinet (no surprise there!), but
when I went to junior high, I didn’t want
to be one of that mob of 40 little clarinet
players.  I tried viola (never got out of
first position) but decided on French
horn because I loved the way it looked.
My wonderful band director, Elly
Briggs, was a huge encouragement, and
tolerated my initial squeals and blats.

I played in Montgomery County
Youth Orchestra at a time when there
was a group of powerful, talented horn
players.  The competition was fierce, and
the training excellent.  I also studied
privately with Sam Ramsay, who played
in the National Symphony and later the
Opera House Orchestra.  He was a
defining force in my life: passionate,
musical, talented and outrageous.  We
were deep friends until his death several
years ago.

I studied music at Hartt College of
Music, receiving my bachelor’s of
music degree in 1975.  There I had the
excellent opportunity to study with Jim
Jacobs, then principal horn with the
Hartford Symphony, and another
inspiring musician and educator.

In 1979, I returned to Washington
and worked as a teacher and staff
performer in the D.C. Youth Orchestra
program.  I freelanced and took the usual
dozens of auditions for orchestra jobs.
Fortunately, my old pal Sam Ramsay
knew of the opening in the Navy Band
that I auditioned for.  I was resistant to
playing in a band, wishing for that
dream orchestra job, but Sam convinced

me to try.  When I won the audition I
was just so thrilled to have a real music
job, just as I had dreamed of.

CW….I began my college career at
Auburn University with the goal of
becoming a high school band director.

Somehow during that time, I became
more and more interested in the clarinet,
and ended up going to Florida State as a
graduate assistant.  I was exposed to so
much music during that time, and
performed a wide variety of literature for
wind ensemble, orchestra, opera, and
chamber music.  Mr. Harry Schmidt,
my wonderful clarinet teacher, and Mr.
Carl Bjerregaard, who conducted the
wind ensemble, were my greatest
supporters and inspiration.  Mr.
Bjerregaard also happens to be an
honorary member of the Navy Band.

After a year of teaching at
Huntingdon College in Montgomery,
Ala., I realized this wasn’t where I
wanted to be.  Mr. Bjerregaard
suggested I try out for a military band,
and so I sent out tapes and resumes to
several bands.  The result was a phone
call from Master Chief Musician (Ret.)
Bill Terry inviting me to audition for the
Navy Band.  Ten days later, I kissed my
parents goodbye at the airport and as I
strolled down the corridor to my gate, it
dawned on me that the “muzak” playing
over the speakers was the Village People
tune “In the Navy!”  I just got this big
smile over my face.  I knew then that I
was about to meet my destiny.

Memorable Moments….
LE….I’ll never forget the utter hush

in the hall when we performed the joint
concert with the Russian band on our
first trip to Sweden, as we rose to play
the National Anthems of the three
countries.  I could barely play, I was so
moved.  Another terrible but deeply
affecting event was playing for the

service for survivors of the victims of the
Pentagon bombing last fall.  My own
sense of grief and mortality was so fresh
that I could feel along with those who
were there.

CW….I have so many wonderful
memories of my time here, and
as soon as I tell you these, two
more will stand out; but at this
particular moment I would have
to say that our first trip to
Sweden for the International
Swedish Army Tattoo is one of
them.  Bands from six different
countries were there and we had
the opportunity to socialize with
our counterparts quite a bit.  I
remember spending a lot of
evenings in the smoke-filled
officers club on the Army base in
Strangnas.  I still have many pins
and other souvenirs that we
exchanged with our new friends.
And, of course, there was the
joint concert with the Russian
Army Band.  That was such a
great trip, and was the first

foreign travel for the
Concert/Ceremonial Band since the
plane crash in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in
1960 that took the lives of 19 Navy
Band members.

The other event that stands out for
me took place on Christmas Eve in
1990.  There had been a ferry accident in
Israel and 40 American sailors died.  The
band traveled to Dover, Del. to play as
the remains were returned home.  It was
an honor to be there and play for my
shipmates and I was truly humbled by it
all.  However, that was without a doubt
the coldest I have ever been in my life!
We stood on the tarmac next to the plane
and played “Eternal Father” as they
brought the bodies off of the plane two
at a time.  The wind was strong and the
temperature was low.  Those of us who
were there still remember it vividly.

Future….
LE….Who can ever see the future

really, but at least for now, I will be
making the career change I prepared for
these last 4 years.  I start work in June at
USDA’s Human Nutrition Research
Center as Senior Research Coordinator
on a dietary recall study.  In the fall, I will
continue pursuing my Master of Science
degree in Food Science/Nutrition at the
University of Maryland.  I will continue
to write poetry; I’m very excited because
I have joined a new writer’s group, so
I’m feeling inspired.

CW…I am returning home to
Florida and look forward to spending
time with my family.

Changes….
LE….I think the band has changed

Contact
Information

“I’ve been listening to you all
night.  You’re doing a great job.
You sound really good.”

—The Honorable J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House,
after hearing Country Current
perform at the Congressional
Barbecue at The White House

“You guys are tight.  Awesome
musicians.”

—Ray Benson, lead vocalist and
guitarist with “Asleep at the
Wheel,” after sitting in with

Country Current at the
Congressional Barbecue at The

White House

Ralph M. Gambone, Commander, USN
Officer in Charge/Leader

Visit us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil
phone (202) 433-2525
www.navyband.navy.mil

Ensign Bruce A. McDonald, Concert/Ceremonial
Band Department Head, Administrative Officer, and
Associate Conductor of the Navy Band, who received
the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal on
the occasion of his transfer to the Navy Office of
Information in Washington, D.C. where he will serve
as the Music Program Liaison Officer.

Chief Musician James P. Logan, clarinetist with the
Navy Band, on his selection as “Chief of the

Quarter”…and to
Musician First Class
Benjamin L. Grant, bassist with the Cruisers, on his
selection as “Sailor of the Quarter” for the period
January-March 2002.  And to…The Navy Band’s new
Senior Chief Musicians Elizabeth A. Carroll, Kevin
T. Dines, and James M. Ruffaner…and to Master
Chief Musician Jeffrey C. Myers; and Senior Chief
Musicians Joe D. Brown, Mark C. Cochran, and
Guy G. Gauthreaux;
and Chief Musicians
Sharon E. Barry and
Harold E. Fryer on

receiving the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal…and to Chief Musicians Michael G. Cizek,
John H. Emrich, Paul E. Johnson, Randy D.
Mattson, Aaron L. Porter, Michael J. Schmitz, and
Tia F. Wortham; and Musicians First Class Stanley
H. Curtis, Luellyn K. Dollard, Emily J. Fisher,
Stephen G. Henry III, Christopher J. Raifsnider,
and Courtney R. Williams on receiving the Navy and
Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

Senior Chief Musicians Elisabeth Enagonio, French hornist for the Navy Band,
who received the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal on the occasion of
her retirement after 20 years of service and Constance D. Whitfield, clarinetist for
the Navy Band, who received the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal on
the occasion of her retirement after 21 years of service…and to Musician First
Class Maria G. Higgins, alto vocalist with the Sea Chanters, who received the
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal and leaves the Navy after six years of
service…and Farewell to Musicians First Class Mark D. Hampton, audio
technician with the Navy Band who leaves the Navy after four years of service,
Tracey L. McInnis, percussionist with the Navy Band, who leaves the Navy after
six years of service and Charles R. Whitehill, lead trombonist with the
Commodores, who retires after 20 years of service.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S A N D FA R E W E L L T O . . .

One of the Navy Band’s most talented musicians,
Master Chief Musician Rodrigo C. (Hip) Mugol,
passed away on April 18, 2002 in Las Vegas, Nev.
from complications of heart disease.  A superb
French horn instrumentalist and conductor, he was
the principal horn for many years and served as
the band’s assistant conductor.
Mugol came from a talented family of musicians in
the Philippines where he began his studies under
the guidance of his father, Francisco Mugol, a
baritone horn instrumentalist with the Philippine
Constabulary Band (PCB).  At age 12 he became
the youngest member of the PCB and its principal
horn.  He attended Rizal Central College in Manila before joining the Navy in April
1958.  After completing basic training in San Diego and a short tour with the 12th
District Naval Band in San Francisco, he was transferred to the Navy School of
Music in Washington, D.C. for further studies.  On May 24, 1960, he reported to
The United States Navy Band in Washington, D.C.  He retired in 1981.
Mugol paved the way for many of his talented relatives to join the Navy Band.  His
brothers Oscar and Walfredo, and cousin Norby Clanor all retired from the band.
He is survived by his wife Zennie, son Richard, daughter Salvi, and two
grandchildren.  Mugol was buried in Arlington National Cemetery with a full-honors
ceremony on May 8, 2002.

MUCS Enagonio and MUCS Whitfield.

The United States Navy Band
announces auditions for the following
vacancies:

CONCERT/CEREMONIAL BAND
French horn  By Appointment
Trumpet  By Appointment

COMMODORES JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Trombone By Appointment
Bass Trombone By Appointment

COUNTRY CURRENT
COUNTRY-BLUEGRASS GROUP

Pedal Steel Guitar By Appointment
Electric Guitar  By Appointment

SEA CHANTERS CHORUS

First Tenor  By Appointment

CRUISERS ROCK ENSEMBLE

Saxophone By Appointment
(background vocals)

Keyboard By Appointment
(background vocals)

STAFF
Sound Technician  By Appointment

For more information call:  Master
Chief Musician Diana Ogilvie, Audition
Supervisor at (202) 433-2840.  Or
email: auditions@navyband.navy.mil.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S T O . . .

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S A N D FA R E W E L L T O . . .

for the better in numerous important
ways.  The quality of players we are
hiring has improved tremendously since I
came in 1981.  I’m also extremely happy
to see the number of women we have
hired, and am especially happy to see my
female colleagues attaining positions of
responsibility and authority in the band.
When I came in, it was not uncommon to
get to a job site and find there were no
changing facilities for women: it hadn’t
occurred to the sponsor that we had any!

CW….I feel that the whole attitude
of the Navy has changed for the better
since I arrived here in 1981.  The Navy
Band is now a very young band.  There
aren’t that many people here with more
than 20 years of service.  However,
women were relatively new in the Navy
and in the band when I first enlisted.   I am
grateful for the outstanding leadership of
Master Chief Musicians Gail Ascione and
Kathleen Chau, whom I consider
trailblazers and wonderful role models for
all of us.

Hobbies….
LE…I have so many interests that

it’s hard to explore them all.  I write
poetry so seriously that it may not even
qualify as a “hobby.”  It might be my
life’s work.  I also love photography,
and am looking forward to taking a
black-and-white photo course in July.  I
like to work out, enjoy hanging out
with my niece and nephew, love to
cook and garden, would like to do

Navy Band Says Farewell

continued on back page

ENS McDonald

MUC Logan

MU1 Grant

Rodrigo C. Mugol, former member, dies at 59


