
O
ctober 12,2000 was a

sad day for all Navy men

and women because

the USS COLE (DDG 67) fell

victim to a terrorist bomb in a

Yemeni harbor killing 17 crew

members and injuring dozens

more. Cmdr.Ralph M.Gambone

and the members of The United

States Navy Band shared the grief

with our fellow shipmates,but the

tragedy would get very personal

for the band as the requests to

support the official ceremonies

for the fallen started to arrive.

The Navy Band Ceremonial

Unit made three trips to Dover,

Del.on October 14,19 and 22 to

receive the bodies of the victims

as they were carried off the

transport planes by U.S.Navy

Ceremonial Guard funeral details.

The stark,barren airstrip with a

bitter wind blowing was an

appropriate setting for the strains

of solemn music accompanying

each slow procession down the

tarmac. Lt. Isaac Daniel, the band’s

third officer,made the trip each

time and described the scene as,

"heart wrenching and moving. I

considered it an honor to be a

participant in such an important

ceremony."  The Ceremonial Unit

also played an arrival ceremony at

Andrews Air Force Base to

welcome home some of the more

seriously wounded sailors.

The Sea Chanters chorus

played a special role in the official

ceremony, In Remembrance, held

at Naval Station Norfolk on

October 18,2000. In the

nationally televised event, the Sea

Chanters sang two verses of the

Navy Hymn,Eternal Father,

Strong to Save, immediately after

President Clinton made his

remarks.

In the true spirit of the Navy

Band family, the band felt they

needed to do something in

addition to their official support

for the members of the USS

COLE. Master Chief Gerard J.

Ascione organized a breakfast

sponsored by the band’s senior

enlisted community that raised

$675 that went to the memorial

fund set up by the Navy-Marine

Corps Relief Society. In addition,

Cmdr.Gambone sent a signed

picture of the band and a set of

CDs to the ship to express our

gratitude for their service to our

country. This is truly "The World’s

Finest!"  ff
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Performance Calendar
The U.S. Navy Band and specialty groups present the following FREE concerts.  Tickets or reservations are not required

unless noted (*).  For more information call (202) 433-2525.

All concert information is accurate at time of publication, though subject to change due to weather and other
conditions. For concert updates call the 24-hour Navy Band Performance Calendar at (202) 433-2525, or visit
us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil.

JANUARY

CEREMONIAL BAND
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, TBD
Presidential Inaugural Parade

Washington,D.C.

FEBRUARY
NAVY BAND
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 8 P.M.
Metz Junior High School

Auditorium*

9700 Fairview Ave.

Manassas,Va.

*For FREE reservations call

(703) 361-6599.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2 P.M.
North Caroline High School

10990 River Rd.

Ridgely,Md.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 8 P.M.
George Mason Middle School

and High School

7124 Leesburg Pike

Falls Church,Va.

COMMODORES
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 7:30 P.M.

St. John The Evangelist

Catholic Church

8908 Old Branch Ave.

Clinton,Md.

CRUISERS
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 8 P.M.
Town Hall

3712 Mitchell St.

Kensington,Md.

BRASS QUARTET
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1:30 P.M.
White House Visitor Center

1450 Pennsylvania Ave.,N.W.

Washington,D.C.

LOOKING AHEAD
TO MARCH

SEA CHANTERS
soloists & duets
SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 1:30 P.M.
White House Visitor Center
1450 Pennsylvania Ave.,N.W.
Washington,D.C.

SEA CHANTERS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 7:30 P.M.
Central York Middle School

1950 North Hills Rd.

York,Pa.

CRUISERS
SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 4 P.M.
Belair United Methodist Church

21 Linwood Ave.

Belair,Md.

SEA CHANTERS
chorus 2001
SPRING TOUR
The Sea Chanters chorus departs

February 12 on a 17-day National

Tour through Connecticut,

Massachusetts,New Hampshire,

New Jersey,New York,

Pennsylvania,Rhode Island and

Vermont. The following is a list of

tour performances:

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 7:30 P.M.
State College High School

State College,Penn.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 7 P.M.
Lackawanna Junior College
Mellow Theatre
Scranton,Penn.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 7 P.M.
Pocono Mountain Senior

High School Auditorium
Stroudsburg,Penn.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 7:30 P.M.
Empire State Plaza

Convention Center
Albany,N.Y.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 7 P.M.
Columbia-Greene Community

College Gymnasium
Hudson,N.Y.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17, TBD
The Paramount Theatre
Rutland,Vt.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2 P.M.
North Country Union

High School Auditorium
Newport,Vt.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 7 P.M.
St. Johnsbury Academy
Fuller Hall
St. Johnsbury,Vt.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 7 P.M.
Kennett High School
Conway,N.H.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 7:30 P.M.
Capitol Center for the Arts
Concord,N.H.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 7 P.M.
Beacon Resort
Lincoln,N.H.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 7 P.M.
TBD
Barnstable,Mass.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 3 P.M.
Martha’s Vineyard High

School Auditorium
Oak Bluffs,Mass.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 7:30 P.M.
Community College of

Rhode Island
Warwick,R.I.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 7 P.M.
Springfield College
Fuller Art Center
Springfield,Mass.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 7:30 P.M.
Manchester High School

Bailey Auditorium

Manchester,Conn.

24th INTERNATIONAL
SAXOPHONE SYMPOSIUM

The Navy Band presents the 24th International Saxophone Symposium on the campus of George
Mason University in Fairfax,Va.on Friday, January 26 and Saturday, January 27,2001. The event features
recitals and clinics by Lew Tabackin, John Sampen and Dragan Sremec. Also featured are Paul Bro, Jim
Carroll, Edward Fraedrich,Daniel Gordon,Tim McAlister,Dr. Joseph Murphy, the Osland Saxophone Quartet,
the U.S.Air Force Band Saxophone Quartet, the Inter-Service Saxophone Quartet and saxophonists
representing the D.C. service bands.

All events are FREE with no tickets required.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26
CENTER FOR THE ARTS CONCERT HALL

8:00 p.m. Concert – U.S. Navy Band with soloists: John Sampen, Dragan Sremec and
Chief Musician Timothy Roberts

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
CENTER FOR THE ARTS CONCERT HALL

9:00 a.m. Instrument Company and Vendor Displays (lobby, until 4:00 p.m.)
9:00 a.m. Clinic – Strategies for Music Teaching and Learning – Dr. Joseph Murphy
9:45 a.m. Master Class – Dragan Sremec featuring: Brett Kirby-Junior, George Mason University; Steve

Matson-Junior, Mansfield University; Doug O’Connor-Senior, Winston Churchill High School;
Aaron Patterson-Sophomore, Indiana University of Pennsylvania

11:30 a.m. Recital – Saxophonists of the D.C. service bands and the Inter-Service Saxophone Ensemble
1:30 p.m. Recital – The Maslanka Songbook – Edward Fraedrich
2:00 p.m. Jazz Clinic/Recital – Explorations in Jazz Improvisation – Chief Musician Philip M. Burlin and

Musician First Class Robert A. Holmes; "Commodores" jazz ensemble
3:00 p.m. Recital – Explorations into Neoclassicism: Three American Sonatas for Saxophone and

Piano (1930-2000) – Timothy McAllister
4:00 p.m. Jazz Clinic – Lew Tabackin

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
HARRIS THEATRE

9:30 a.m. Clinic – The Crossover Influence – Osland Saxophone Quartet
10:00 a.m. Lecture – Origins and Early History of the Ibert Concertino – Daniel Gordon
11:15 a.m. Jazz Recital – ATribute to the Great Alto/Tenor Duets – Master Sergeant Darryl Brenzel and

Sergeant First Class Vince Norman (U.S. Army Band)
12:30 p.m. Lecture Recital – Cultural Influences in the Music of Libby Larsen and William Karlins – Paul Bro
1:00 p.m. Lecture Recital – Postcards from America – John Sampen and Marilyn Shrude
3:00 p.m. Recital – U.S. Air Force Band Saxophone Quartet

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
HUMANITIES I BUILDING, ROOM A327C
9:00 a.m. Clinic – Beginning Improvisation –Jim Carroll, (bring instruments)
10:30 a.m. Clinic – Intermediate Improvisation –Jim Carroll, (bring instruments)
1:00 p.m. Clinic – Sax on the Streets: Confessions of an American Street Musician in Europe – Daniel Gordon

SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
CENTER FOR THE ARTS CONCERT HALL
8:00 p.m. Concert – "Commodores" jazz ensemble with guest artist Lew Tabackin

Lt. Isaac Daniels leads the U.S. Navy Ceremonial Band at the arrival cere-
mony for the USS COLE victims at Dover Air Force Base, Dover, Del.

Several thousand Navy and Marine Corps personnel and their families
gathered to honor those killed and missing from the terrorist attack on
the USS COLE.



C O M M A N D E R ’ S M E S S A G E

Happy New Year! I hope all of
you enjoyed the holidays.As
usual, members of the Navy

Band were extremely busy in
December but our annual leave
period provided a bit of relief for most members
to spend some time with friends and family over
the holiday season.

For those of you who were able to attend our
Holiday Concert at Constitution Hall on December
16th and 17th I trust we helped get you in the
spirit of the season.The Navy Band loves sharing
its music with you and we’re particularly honored
to perform once again for the many Navy men and
women serving around the world. Special thanks
to the Chief of Information, RADM Stephen R.
Pietropaoli and the Naval Media Center for their
support in making these concerts happen.Another
first for the Navy Band was having our Holiday
Concert listed in TV Guide the week of December
24th.There was worldwide interest in hearing
your Navy Band perform over the holiday season.
This is a tribute to the tremendous talent we have
in this organization. I continue to feel very
fortunate to serve with such outstanding Navy
men and women.

The year 2001 brings new opportunities and
challenges for the Navy Band.The New Year starts
off with our involvement in the Inaugural Parade
and evening events, followed closely by our 24th
International Saxophone Symposium at George
Mason University.The Navy Band and Sea Chanters
will each depart on national concert tours to the
Northeast in March and we will continue our
public concerts throughout the National Capitol
Region. Please come out and hear us when we are
in your community.

On behalf of the men and women of the Navy
Band I send you my best wishes for a happy and
prosperous New Year.

F E A T U R E S / C O N C E R T H I G H L I G H T S

Public Affairs Office
The United States Navy Band
617 Warrington Ave., S.E.
Washington Navy Yard, D.C. 20374-5054

I
n Capt.Phillips’ long and

distinguished career,he served

the Navy Music Program in

almost every capacity. Indeed,he

was the first to hold the Navy

Music Program’s top four billets,

including Officer in Charge of the

U.S.Navy Band;Director of the

U.S.Naval Academy Band;Head of

the Bureau of Naval Personnel’s

Music Branch; and Commanding

Officer of the Armed Forces

School of Music in Little Creek,Va.

Phillips enlisted in the Navy in

1957 and reported to the School

of Music when it was still located

at Naval Station Anacostia. As a

trombone instrumentalist, Phillips

served in various fleet bands

working his way up the ranks. He

was advanced to Chief Petty

Officer in 1964,promoted to

Warrant Officer in 1967 and

became leader of the Commander

in Chief,Atlantic Fleet Band in

1968. He was commissioned a

CWO2 in 1969 and shortly

thereafter was promoted to

Ensign and reported to the Naval

Academy Band as Assistant Leader.

In March of 1972 he became the

leader. As leader of the Academy

Band,Phillips initiated the

concept of "totally integrated

programming."  His philosophy

was to present band concerts as

thematic concepts complete with

scripts and narration. As Capt.

Phillips said, "Our concerts are

directed toward capturing the

audience’s interest from beginning

to end."

Capt.Phillips carried this

concept to the Navy Band when

he was appointed Leader in

December 1978. He was the first

to combine the Concert Narrator

and featured vocal soloist when

he named Musician First Class

Chuck Yates to that position.

Other notable innovations

included mini versions of operas

and Broadway musicals. This

integration of the Sea Chanters

that was now a mixed chorus

opened new opportunities to

showcase the band’s many talents.

Phillips also believed providing

Navy Band recordings of all band

units was necessary to give more

Americans the opportunity to

hear Navy music.

During the Phillips years,

many high-profile national events

involving the Navy Band took

place. The Navy Band played for

the arrival of Pope John Paul II in

1980; the return of the 52

American hostages from Iran; the

state funeral of Omar Bradley, last

of the five-star World War II

generals and the welcoming

celebration of the first space

shuttle crew "Columbia" all in

1981. Phillips was also

instrumental in providing famous

guest artists to narrate the Navy

Band Birthday

celebrations. Some of

the most notable were

Cliff Robertson and Mike

Connors.

After Phillips’ first

tour he became the

Head,Bureau of Naval

Personnel,Music Branch

where he initiated the

opportunity for band

officers to receive a

Master’s Degree in

conducting to prepare

them for a tour as leader

of The Navy Band.

Phillips then reported as

Commanding Officer of

the Armed Forces School

of Music,35 years after

he reported to the old School of

Music, as an 18-year old trombone

player. While at the school,he

was promoted to Captain, a first in

Navy music history. Capt.Phillips

returned to the Navy Band for the

second time in 1992 and after a

three-year tour, retired in June

1995 after 37 years of service to

his country. ff
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N O T A B L E Q U O T E S

"I really appreciated the
extra effort you put forth in
arranging your schedule for
the Ceremonial Band to per-
form at Quarters today.  It is
always uplifting and moti-
vating to listen to such stir-
ring music on a beautiful
and brisk Washington, D.C.
morning.  You should be
extremely proud of these tal-
ented Sailors.

N. R. RYAN, JR.
Vice Admiral, U.S. Navy
Chief of Naval Personnel

"When selecting a musician
to play for our functions, we
call on you, Master Chief
[Ascione], to make the
evening special.  The music
selections you played at our
party were simply terrific,
and the talent you displayed
was nothing short of spectac-
ular!"

VERN CLARK
Admiral, U.S. Navy

Chief of Naval Operations

Ralph M.Gambone,Commander,USN

Officer in Charge/Leader

Visit us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil

Captian William J. Phillips
1978-1984, 1992-1995

Cmdr. Joseph Phillips, Capt. Wendell Niles (USNR) and Chuck Connors pose back-
stage after the 1983 Navy Birthday Concert.

Master Chief Musician Harvey Coonin, the
Musical Director and a trombonist with the Navy
Band "Commodores" jazz ensemble, is a well-
traveled musician.  Musical performances have
taken Harvey literally around the world
performing for thousands of enthusiastic
audiences.  His diverse background, along with
his sincere desire to contribute and lead, have greatly enhanced the
success of the Commodores, the Navy’s premier big band.  So, what
does Harvey enjoy doing when he gets home after a performance?
He and his wife hop in the car and travel!!
background…After attending the Peabody Conservatory and Towson
State University in Baltimore, Md., I enlisted in the Navy in October of
1978.  After boot camp, my first duty station was in Norfolk, Va., under
the direction of Lt. Cmdr. John R. Pastin, a former leader of the Navy
Band.  At that time Lt. Cmdr. Pastin was Chief Pastin, the leader of the
Navy Showband.  We toured South America for five months as part of
the United International Antisubmarine Warfare (UNITAS) exercise.
From Norfolk I transferred to the Naval Academy Band in Annapolis,
Md., finally settling into my current position with the Commodores in
November of 1980.
"Big bands are back!"…That "big band sound," with vocals and, of
course, proper programming provides enough variety to appeal to a
wide range of listeners.  As we have seen with today’s current trends
in music, the sound can be adjusted and formatted to be successful in
a variety of circumstances.  I saw an interview recently with Brian
Setzer where he described his impressions upon first hearing the Thad
Jones/Mel Lewis band at the Village Vanguard in New York City.
Naturally, he was in awe of their sound and musicality.  Although his
band doesn’t sound like Thad and Mel’s, he took that influence,
combined with a little help from Louis Prima and his "pop"
background, and came up with a commercially viable product.
listening…I enjoy most forms of music, from Celtic music to Aaron
Copland; great blues to Beethoven!  But, for a taste of pure groove,
my favorite is pianist Gene Harris with bassist Ray Brown and
drummer Harold Jones.
hobbies…My wife Bobbie, who is currently a vocalist with the U.S. Air
Force Band in Washington, D.C., and I enjoy traveling throughout the
continental United States as well as Europe.  This recreational traveling
ties in with my other interest which is reading about American and
European history.

Openings
The United States Navy Band
announces auditions for the follow-
ing vacancies:

CONCERT/CEREMONIAL BAND
Clarinet January 8
Trumpet January 10
Percussion January 11
French Horn January 12
Saxophone January 29

COMMODORES JAZZ ENSEMBLE
Drum Set by appointment

SEA CHANTERS CHORUS
Tenor January24
Soprano February 1
Alto February 1
Bass February 2

CRUISERS ROCK ENSEMBLE
Tenor or Alto January 30

Saxophone
(with background vocals)

Female Vocalist February 1

For more information call:Master

Chief Musician Diana Ogilvie,

Audition Supervisor at (202) 433-

phone (202) 433-2525
www.navyband.navy.mil

Chief Musician Christopher W. Erbe,
trumpeter with the Navy Band, on his selection
as "Chief of the Quarter"…and to Musician
First Class Peter A. Czekaj, sound support
technician with the Cruisers on his selection as

"Sailor of the Quarter" for
the period July-
September 2000…and to Chief Musician
Michael B. Roberts on receiving the Navy and
Marine Corps Commendation Medal…and to
Senior Chief Musician Brian Kidd; and Chief
Musicians Christopher W. Erbe, Thomas W.
Gingerich, and Heidi M. McGeorge; and
Musician First Class Michael M. Shelborne

on receiving the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

Musician First Class Cynthia K. Wolverton, clarinetist
with the Navy Band.

W E L C O M E A B O A R D T O . . .

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S T O . . .

S P O T L I G H T O N …

v

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 7:30 P.M.
Brick Township Memorial

High School

Brick,N.J.

NAVY BAND 2001
SPRING TOUR

The Navy Band departs March
1st on a 28-day tour through
Connecticut,Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts,Maine,New
Hampshire and New York. The
list of tour performances will
appear in the March-April issue.


