
The “Country Current”
country-bluegrass group
celebrates its 30th

Anniversary with a special
concert on Sunday, April 27 at 7
p.m. at Fairfax High School,
3500 Old Lee Highway,
Fairfax, Va.

Appearing with the group is
banjo virtuoso and bluegrass
recording artist Bill Emerson.
Called a “banjo legend” by The
Washington Post, Emerson was
twice the recipient of the “Banjo
of the Year” award by the
Muleskinner News Bluegrass
Magazine, and was inducted into
the “Virginia Folk Music
Association” Hall of Fame in
1984.  Emerson was a member
of the Country Current for 20
years and served as its unit

leader from 1988 to 1993.  In
1989 he was instrumental in
forming the group’s bluegrass
unit which features traditional
instrumentation – acoustic bass,

banjo, mandolin, acoustic guitar
and fiddle.  The bluegrass group
was an immediate success and is
still in constant demand at
bluegrass festivals across the

nation.  Emerson retired as a
Master Chief Musician in 1993.

Also appearing with the
group is guitarist and vocalist
Jerry Gilmore.  Gilmore served

as the group’s leader and master
of ceremonies for 12 years.  He
retired as a Master Chief
Musician in 1988.  In addition,
other former members will join
the Country Current on stage to
celebrate their 30th Anniversary.
The concert will feature hot
pickin’, fiddlin’, foot tappin’ and
sweet harmony singin’, so “Y’all
come now, ya here.”

The performance is FREE
and tickets are required.  To
request up to four FREE tickets,
please send a self-addressed,
stamped business envelope to:

30th Anniversary Concert (FF)
U.S. Navy Band
PMB #472
2657 G Annapolis Rd.
Hanover, MD 21076

Please allow 2-3 weeks for
delivery.  All ticket requests are
filled on a first-come, first-
served basis.  ff
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Performance Calendar
The U.S. Navy Band and specialty groups present the following FREE concerts.  Tickets or reservations are not required

unless noted (*).  For more information call (202) 433-2525.

All concert information is accurate at time of publication, though subject to change due to weath-
er and other conditions. For concert updates call the 24-hour Navy Band Performance Calendar
at (202) 433-2525, or visit us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil.

MARCH
COMMODORES combo
THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 7 P.M.*
Navy Museum (Bldg. 76)
Washington Navy Yard
Washington, D.C.
*For FREE reservations call 202-
433-6897.

CRUISERS
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 7:30 P.M.
Century High School
355 Ronsdale Rd.
Sykesville, Md.

BRASS QUARTET
SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 1:30 P.M.
White House Visitor Center
1450 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

APRIL
SEA CHANTERS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 7 P.M.
Asbury United Methodist Church
78 Church Rd.
Arnold, Md.

COMMODORES
TUESDAY, APRIL 1, NOON
“Jazz Appreciation Month”
National Museum

of American History
Carmichael Auditorium
Corner of Constitution Ave.

and 14th St., N.W.
Washington, D.C.
FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 7:30 P.M.
45th All-Eastern Band

& Instrumental Clinic
Naval Amphibious Base
Little Creek Theater
Little Creek, Va.

MONDAY, APRIL 28, NOON
“Jazz Appreciation Month”
National Museum

of American History
Carmichael Auditorium
Corner of Constitution Ave.

and 14th St., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

COUNTRY CURRENT
SATURDAY, APRIL 5, NOON
Blessing of the Fleet
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 7 P.M.*
30th Anniversary Concert
Fairfax High School
3500 Old Lee Hwy.
Fairfax, Va.
*For FREE ticket information see
article on front cover.

CRUISERS
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, NOON
Navy Earth Day
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

CEREMONIAL BAND
SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 1 P.M.
Blessing of the Fleet
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

CHAMBER GROUPS
SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 3 P.M.
Montgomery College
Performing Arts Center
51 Mannakee St.
Rockville, Md.

WINDJAMMERS
woodwind quintet &
BRASS QUARTET
SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 7:30 P.M.
St. John the Evangelist

Catholic Church
8908 Old Branch Ave.
Clinton, Md.

CEREMONIAL BAND
MONDAY, APRIL 21, TBD
Easter Egg Roll
The White House (South Lawn)
Washington, D.C.

NAVY BAND 2003
SPRING TOUR

The Navy Band departs March
12th on a 25-day tour through
Colorado, Idaho, Indiana, Illinois,
Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri,
Oregon, Utah, Washington, and
West Virginia.  The following is a
list of tour dates and locations.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 7:30 P.M.
City Hall
JCS Auditorium
Huntington, W.Va.
THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 7:30 P.M.
Norton Center for the Arts
Danville, Ky.

FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 8 P.M.
Eastern Kentucky University
Hiram Brock Auditorium
Richmond, Ky.
SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 7:30 P.M.
Greenwood High School
Auditorium
Indianapolis, Ind.
SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 3 P.M.
DePauw University
Kresge Auditorium
Greencastle, Ind.
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 7:30 P.M.
Springfield High School
Auditorium
Springfield, Ill.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 7:30 P.M.
Quincy Junior High School
Morrison Theater
Quincy, Ill.
THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 7:30 P.M.
Hickman High School
Columbia, Mo.
FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 7:30 P.M.
Lee’s Summitt High School
Auditorium
Lee’s Summitt, Mo.
SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 7:30 P.M.
Washburn University
White Concert Hall
Topeka, Kan.
SUNDAY, MARCH 23, 3 P.M.
McPherson College
Brown Auditorium
McPherson, Kan.
MONDAY, MARCH 24, 7:30 P.M.
East High School Auditorium
Wichita, Kan.
TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 7:30 P.M.
Colby Community Bldg.
Colby, Kan.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 7 P.M.
Roberta L. Price Civic Auditorium
Loveland, Colo.
THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 7 P.M.
Fort Morgan High School
Auditorium
Fort Morgan, Colo.
FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 7:30 P.M.
Grand Junction HighSchool
Grand Junction, Colo.
SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 7:30 P.M.
Old Spanish Trail Arena
Moab, Utah

Country Current today
Left to right: W. Taylor, K. Arneson, J. Emrich, J. Wheatley, P. White, R. Sullivan.

SUNDAY, MARCH 30, 7:30 P.M.
University of Utah
Libby Gardner Concert Hall
Salt Lake City, Utah
TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 7:30 P.M.
Mountain View High School
Orem, Utah
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2, 7:30 P.M.
Twin Falls High School
Roper Auditorium
Twin Falls, Idaho
THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 7:30 P.M.
Caldwell High School
Nampa, Idaho
FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 7:30 P.M.
The Dalles Middle School
The Dalles, Ore.
SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 7:30 P.M.
Mark Morris Middle School
Longview, Wash.
SUNDAY, APRIL 6, 3 P.M.
Everett Civic Auditorium
Everett, Wash.
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 7:30 P.M.
Benaroya Orchestra Hall
Seattle, Wash.

SEA CHANTERS chorus
2003 SPRING TOUR

The Sea Chanters chorus departs
March 2nd on a 16-day tour through
Arizona and California.  The follow-
ing is a list of tour dates and locations.

SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 6:30 P.M.
Sun Bowl Amphitheatre
107th Ave. & Peoria Ave.
Sun City, Ariz.
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 7 P.M.
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
3801 E. Greenway Rd.
Phoenix, Ariz.
TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 6:30 P.M.
Elks Opera House
113 E. Gurley St.
Prescott, Ariz.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 7:30 P.M.
Sundome Center for the Arts
19403 R.H. Johnson Blvd.
Sun City West, Ariz.
THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 7:30 P.M.
Catalina Foothills High School
4300 E. Sunrise Dr.
Tucson, Ariz.
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 7:30 P.M.
Palm Springs Pavilion
401 S. Pavilion Way
Palm Springs, Calif.
SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 3 P.M.
Temple Aliyah
6025 Valley Cir.
Woodland Hills, Calif.
MONDAY, MARCH 10, 7 P.M.
Oxnard Performing Arts Center
Oxnard, Calif.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 7 P.M.
First Presbyterian Church
Santa Barbara, Calif.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 7:30 P.M.
Trinity Church of the Nazarene
500 E. North Ave.
Lompoc, Calif.
THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 7:30 P.M.
Olive Drive Church
5500 Olive Dr.
Bakersfield, Calif.
FRIDAY, MARCH 14, 7 P.M.
Saint Rose School
San Luis Obispo, Calif.
SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 3 P.M.
Monterey Conference Center
Steinbeck Forum
Monterey, Calif.
MONDAY, MARCH 17, 7:30 P.M.
Monterey Conference Center
Steinbeck Forum
Monterey, Calif.
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 7:30 P.M.
Santa Rosa High School Auditorium
Santa Rosa, Calif.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 7:30 P.M.
Calvary Presbyterian Church
Sanctuary
San Francisco, Calif.

Country Current, 1973
Left to right:  D. Meyers, E. Davidson, R. Faylor, B. Emerson, T. Parker,
R. Kaufmann, L. Watts.

to be the band’s CMC.  After being in the position for the past six years, I feel that if you really
want the job, you probably don’t completely understand it.  My motivation to do the best I could
came from the confidence others showed in me along with their reassurances that I would do a
good job.
future goals... After retirement from the Navy, I will begin looking for my next career choice.  I’m
looking at various Human Resources or Technology Management type positions because of my
background and experience, but I don’t anticipate finding one that is as enjoyable as my position
with the Navy Band.
hobbies... I enjoy taking trips aboard our boat on the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries with my
boating buddies and golfing whenever I can.

S P O T L I T E C O N T I N U E D . . .

P E R F O R M A N C E C A L E N D A R C O N T I N U E D . . .



C A P TA I N ’ S M E S S A G E

As the Sea Chanters and Concert
Band prepare to depart on their
national tours, we are busy making

arrangements to move across the Anacostia
River to the Naval Media Center, and a few
other assorted buildings, that will be our
home for the next 18-24 months. Although we are not
necessarily looking forward to the move we are excited that,
for the first time in our 78-year history, our historic spaces
are being completely renovated.  We’ll be finished moving
out in March with construction on buildings #105 and #112
to begin by late April.  Needless to say we can’t wait until
the construction is complete and we can move back to our
new “home.” 

We were all deeply saddened by the sudden loss of the
Columbia shuttle astronauts. However, we felt honored to
provide the Sea Chanters for the memorial service held at
NASA in Houston, Texas and the Concert Band for the
service held at the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C.
The White House requested the Sea Chanters’ participation
in the NASA ceremony.  Both groups performed beautifully
and I was very proud of them.

I’m also sad to inform you that a former member and one
of the Navy Band’s most popular and successful vocalists,
MU1 Barry Craig passed away.  Barry thrilled audiences all
over the world with his silky voice and great stage presence.
Also, Brigitte Charlotteaux, wife of our Drum Major
MUCM Jeff Myers, and long time member of our Navy
Band family, passed away after a long fight with cancer.  She
was a strong, active and intelligent woman who was an
inspiration to us all.  We will miss her greatly.  Our thoughts
and prayers are with MUCM Myers and his family.

This year’s Saxophone Symposium was a huge success.
We had more people attend the concerts, recitals and
lectures than at any time during recent memory.  Many of
the events I saw were standing room only.  Also, MUCM
Tom Leighty, our Command Master Chief, retired on
February 7, 2003 after a 30-year Navy career.  His
expertise, leadership and ability to consistently make the
right decision for all concerned will be greatly missed.  That
being said, I feel very confident that our new CMC, MUCM
Diana Ogilvie will be equally successful and I am looking
forwarded to working with her in her new capacity.

Once again,
thank you for
continuing to
support your
United States
Navy Band.

F E AT U R E S / C O N C E R T H I G H L I G H T S

Public Affairs Office
The United States Navy Band
617 Warrington Ave., S.E.
Washington Navy Yard, D.C. 20374-5054

Contact
Information

Navy Band

“There’s nothing quite as
American as band
music...Wednesday night’s visit
by the U.S. Navy Band should
leave no doubt that this tradi-
tion is being maintained at its
highest level.” 

DAILY HERALD (Arlington
Heights, Ill.)

“It was an inspirational perfor-
mance...the patriotic fervor of
the audience was aroused by the
band’s selections and profes-
sionalism.  The proof: standing
ovations from the audience.”

MURRAY LEDGER
& TIMES (Ky.)

Sea Chanters

“...The performance was simply
fantastic.  The Sea Chanters
represented the U.S. Navy in
its finest tradition.”

THE MALONE TELEGRAM
(Malone, N.Y.)

“This is a virtuoso vocal group
and their program was fast-
paced and varied, every note of
the way.  Sea Chanter members
can handle close, tricky har-
monies when singing as a
group and shine in the spot-
light as solo singers.”

THE DAILY GAZETTE
(Schenectady, N.Y.)Ralph M. Gambone, Captain, USN

Officer in Charge/Leader

Visit us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil
(202) 433-2525
public.affairs@navyband.navy.mil

Musician First Class Michael P. Bayes , saxophonist with the
Navy Band, on his selection as “Sailor of the Year” for
2002…and to Chief Musician Gerald F. Keehner , trumpeter
with the Navy Band, on his selection as “Chief of the
Quarter”…and to Musician First Class Eric S. Makovsky ,
tenor with the “Sea Chanters” chorus on his selection as
“Sailor of the Quarter” for the period October-December
2002…and to Chief Musician Timothy E. Roberts on
receiving the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation
Medal…and to Musician First Class Peter A. Czekaj on
receiving the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

Musicians First Class Michael H. Belinkie , tenor vocalist
and Jack D. Sigmon , bass vocalist with the Sea Chanters,
and Steven Haase , trumpeter and Christian Johanson ,
French hornist with the Navy Band.

Master Chief Musician James “Tom” Leighty , Command
Master Chief and Senior Enlisted Advisor of the Navy Band,
who received the Meritorious Service Medal on the occasion of
his retirement after 30 years of service.

W E L C O M E A B O A R D T O . . .

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S T O . . .

S P O T L I T E O N . . .

The Vietnam era led many individuals to make some difficult decisions
about their futures.  Master Chief Musician Tom Leighty , the Navy Band's
Command Master Chief (CMC), chose to contribute.  His innate desire to
serve and help those around him led him from music education student to
Enlisted Leader of The United States Navy Band.  We shall miss him - his
service and long-standing commitment to excellence - upon his retirement.
background... I am originally from Scottdale, Pa.  While in high school
during the 1960s, I studied baritone horn with Walter S. Hoover.  In 1971,
immediately after high school, I attended Lebanon Valley College, majored
in music education and studied euphonium with Dr. James Thurmond, a
retired Navy Lieutenant Commander and founder of the Navy School of Music.  With the Vietnam
War in full force, I could be drafted if the college exemption were eliminated and I was not sure I
wanted to pursue the music education program.  Dr. Thurmond advised me that the Navy Music
program might be a good option and, if I joined, I could take control of my future.  This was the
beginning of my Navy music career.  In 1978, I became interested in audio electronics and served
as soundman for most of the performing groups in the CINCPACFLT band in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
I transferred to the U.S. Naval Academy Band in 1980 for a quick five-month tour as soundman for
the “Electric Brigade” rock group.  Then, in June of 1980, a position opened for sound technician in
the Productions Department at The United States Navy Band to run sound for the Concert Band
which I applied for and was fortunate enough to be accepted.  In 1984, I started working in the
recording studio as head engineer and later became the head of the Audio Support Staff.  
In 1997 I was given the responsibility of being the Navy Band’s CMC and Senior Enlisted Advisor.
heroes... Many people have provided inspiration to my life and career, but I hesitate to call them
heroes.  To me, the real heroes, and often (pardon the expression) “unsung” heroes, are those
Navy Band instrumentalists and vocalists that perform funerals and ceremonies in the Washington,
D.C. area and across the nation whenever called upon.  These engagements are not very
gratifying musically, but I know they understand the importance of these performances.  To be able
to do this day-in-and-day-out and still maintain the highest level of musical proficiency deserves
everyone’s admiration.
changes... When I first reported to the Navy Band in 1980, it seemed like all band units were
compartmentalized and focused only on their own mission.  Each performing unit was very
involved with their mission.  Today, even though each unit has its own mission to fulfill, I feel the
band is more cohesive. Members are aware of what others are doing and the band often features
all of its talents on special concerts.  The Navy Band is known as “The World’s Finest” and it’s
amazing to me that the performance level increases with every new person, but it does. 
leadership... I’ve always tried to find ways to contribute, but at the same time, step aside and give
leadership opportunities to others.  My progression from audio technician to recording engineer to
head of the audio staff to CMC was a natural leadership progression.  My motivating factors were
the contributions I could make and the results obtained.  I must admit though, I never really aspired

N O TA B L E Q U O T E S C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S A N D FA R E W E L L T O . . .

THE UNITED STATES
NAVY BAND ANNOUNCES
AUDITIONS FOR THE
FOLLOWING VACANCIES:
CONCERT/CEREMONIAL BAND
French horn 24 Feb

COUNTRY CURRENT
COUNTRY-BLUEGRASS GROUP
Pedal Steel Guitar By Appointment

CRUISERS ROCK ENSEMBLE

Trumpet By Appointment
(background vocals)

Keyboard By Appointment
(background vocals) 

STAFF
Arranger TBD

For more information call:
Senior Chief Musician Stuart
McLean, Audition Supervisor
at (202) 433-2840. Or email:
auditions@navyband.navy.mil.

The United States Navy Band
and “Sea Chanters” chorus
participate in national mourning

of the seven astronauts lost aboard the
space shuttle
Columbia.

“Their
mission was
almost complete,
and we lost them
so close to
home.  The men
and women of
the Columbia
had journeyed
more than 6
million miles
and were
minutes away
from arrival and
reunion.”  Thus
began President
George W.
Bush’s remarks at the “STS-107
Memorial” at the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s Lyndon B. Johnson
Space Center in Houston, Texas on
February 4, 2003.  This was the first
of two memorial services that would
call upon the talent and
professionalism of the men and
women of The United States Navy
Band.

At the President’s personal
request, the Navy Band’s “Sea
Chanters” chorus flew to Texas to join
the 359th Air Force Band of the West
(Lackland Air force Base) in
providing music for this solemn
occasion.  Positioned directly in front
of the grieving families, our singers
offered hope and comfort to these
loved ones with the hymns “O God,
Our Help in Ages Past,” “God of Our
Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand,” and
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save,” the
Navy Hymn, under the direction of

Chief Musician Keith D. Hinton.  A
ship’s bell tolled once for each of the
seven fallen heroes before the NASA
T-38 jets roared overhead in their

“Missing Man”
formation of
mourning. 

Later in the
week, The
United States
Navy Band was
under the baton
of Executive Officer and Assistant
Leader, Lieutenant Commander
Melvin P. Kessler at the Washington
National Cathedral in Washington,
D.C., for “A Memorial Service for the
Crew of the Space Shuttle Columbia.”
Other musicians included The United
States Air Force Singing Sergeants
and Patti LaBelle.  Vice President
Richard Cheney honored the
courageous explorers who were
bound not by faith or heritage, but by
“the great cause of discovery.”

The impact of their loss has been
felt globally. The astronauts included
three Navy shipmates, two fellow
service members from the United

States Air Force, a member of the
Israeli Air Force, and a civilian
member of our space program,
originally from India.  Music had
been a part of the final flight of
Columbia.  Each crewmember was
awakened with recorded music.   But
there was more.  Commander Laurel
B. Clark identified the sounds of “D-
rings — always floating and hitting
each other and jingling” — as a
beautiful music in the background all
the time – a “space music!”
Appropriately, the Navy Band

remembered these seven “star
hunters” with “Nimrod” from Edward
Elgar’s “Enigma Variations.”

The cause of this disaster remains
a mystery.  The tragedy is personal
and national.  These two memorial
services served, as the President so
eloquently stated, to “offer the respect
and gratitude of the people of the
United States.”  The men and women
of The United States Navy Band,
whether in Texas or Washington,
D.C., were honored to participate in
these profoundly moving and reverent
experiences, maintaining our tradition
of standing ready to support the
President, our Navy, and our nation.  ff

LCDR Melvin P. Kessler conducts the Navy Band during the Memorial
Service for the Crew of the Space Shuttle Columbia held at the
Washington National Cathedral on February 6, 2003.

The Sea Chanters listen as President George W.
Bush makes his remarks during a memorial
service for the crew of the Space Shuttle
Columbia held at NASA’s Johnson Space
Center in Houston, Texas on February 4, 2003.

Navy Band is Proud to Serve

Commodores perform at Smithsonian’s JAM
The “Commodores” jazz

ensemble presents two concerts at
the National Museum of American
History’s “Carmichael
Auditorium” in Washington, D.C.
as part of the Smithsonian’s annual
Jazz Appreciation Month (JAM) in
April.

Under the leadership of bassist,
Chief Musician Randy D. Mattson
and musical director and
saxophonist, Chief Musician
Stephen H. Williams, the first
concert on Tuesday, April 1 at
noon, will feature compositions by
Charles Mingus and Oliver Nelson.
The Commodores will perform
arrangements of Mingus’ “Moanin,”
“The Shoes of the Fisherman’s
Wife,” “Goodbye Porkpie Hat,” and

the 12-bar blues “Hora
decubitus” that the
Commodores are learning
by ear just the way
Mingus’ band did in 1963.
Oliver Nelson’s “Stolen
Moments,” “Self Help is
Needed,” and “Black,
Brown and Beautiful” are
also featured.

The second concert is
on Monday, April 28 at
noon and will feature
compositions by Thad
Jones and Quincy Jones.  Thad
Jones’ “Suite for Pops,” “Cherry
Juice,” and “All My Yesterdays,”
and Quincy Jones’ “The
Quintessence,” “Robot Portrait,”
and “For Lena and Lennie” will be

featured.  The National Museum of
American History is located on the
National Mall at the corner of
Constitution Ave. and 14th St.,
N.W.  For more information on the
Smithsonian’s JAM visit
www.smithsonianjazz.org. ff


