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Performance Calendar
The U.S. Navy Band and specialty groups present the following FREE concerts.  Tickets or reservations are not required

unless noted (*).  For more information call (202) 433-2525.

All concert information is accurate at time of publication, though subject to change due to weather and other condi-
tions. For concert updates call the 24-hour Navy Band Performance Calendar at (202) 433-2525, or visit us on the web
at www.navyband.navy.mil.

SEPTEMBER
NAVY BAND
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER20, 7:30 P.M.
Colonial Forge High School
550 Courthouse Rd.
Stafford, Va.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER27, 7:30 P.M.
Bishop Ireton High School
201 Cambridge Rd.
Alexandria, Va.

NAVY BAND &
SEA CHANTERS
“LABORDAYCONCERT”
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER1, 8 P.M.
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

SEA CHANTERS
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER5, NOON
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER17, NOON
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER24, NOON
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

COMMODORES
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER26, NOON
Navy Memorial
701 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER27, 8 P.M.
Great Mills High School
21130 Great Mills Rd.
Great Mills, Md.

COUNTRY
CURRENT
bluegrass quintet
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER20, TBD
Deale Bluegrass Festival

and Car Show
Herrington Harbour North Marina
Tracys Landing
Deale, Md.

COUNTRY
CURRENT
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER26, 8 P.M.
Calvert County Fair
Barstow, Md.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER27, 7:30 P.M.
St. Andrews Episcopal Church
Rte. 4 S.
California, Md.

CRUISERS
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER6, 7:30 P.M.
“Heritage Days”
Entertainment Stage
Main & Grafton Sts.
Romney, W.Va.

BRASS QUARTET
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER14, 3 P.M.
Montgomery College
Performing Arts Center
51 Mannakee St.
Rockville, Md.

OCTOBER
NAVY BAND
SATURDAY, OCTOBER4, 8 P.M.
College of Southern Maryland
Fine Arts Center
8730 Mitchell Rd. (off Rte. 301)
La Plata, Md.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER31, 7:30 P.M.
Bishop Ireton High School
201 Cambridge Rd.
Alexandria, Va.

SEA CHANTERS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER26, 4 P.M.
St. Mary’s Catholic Church

at Piscataway
13401 Piscataway Rd.
Clinton, Md.

COMMODORES
MONDAY, OCTOBER6, 8 P.M.*
The Historic Warner Theatre
13th St. between E and F Sts., N.W.
Washington, D.C.
*For FREE ticket information call
(202) 783-4000.

COUNTRY
CURRENT
SATURDAY, OCTOBER4, 2 P.M.
Burlington Old Fashioned

Apple Harvest Festival
Burlington, W.Va.

CRUISERS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER3, 7:15 P.M.
Seneca Creek State Park
11950 Clopper Rd.
Gaithersburg, Md.

BRASS QUINTET
SUNDAY, OCTOBER5, 7 P.M.
St. John's United Methodist Church
5312 Backlick Rd.
Springfield, Va.

CHAMBER
GROUPS
SUNDAY, OCTOBER12, 2 P.M.
Glenview Mansion
603 Edmonston Dr.
Rockville, Md.

LOOKING AHEAD
TO NOVEMBER

NAVY BAND
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER15, 7 P.M.
Patuxent High School
12485 Rousby Hall Rd.
Lusby, Md.

228th NAVY BIRTHDAY
CONCERT

The 2003 Navy Birthday concert is scheduled for Thursday,
October 16 at 8 p.m. at DAR Constitution Hall in Washington, D.C.
To receive up to four FREE tickets, send a self-addressed, stamped
business envelope to*:

Navy Birthday Tickets (FF)
U.S. Navy Band
PMB #472
2657 G Annapolis Rd.
Hanover, MD 21076

*Requests will be accepted through October 8.  Please allow 2-3
weeks for delivery.

All ticket requests are filled on a first-come, first-served basis.

The United States Navy
Band prepares to
celebrate the Navy’s

Birthday with a special concert
sponsored by the Chief of Naval
Operations, Admiral Vern Clark.
This year’s event will be held on
Thursday, October 16th at 8 p.m.
at DAR Constitution Hall in
Washington, D.C.  As we
celebrate 228 years of Naval
service to America, we will pay
special tribute to those on the
Navy/Marine Corps team who
have given service “above and
beyond” – those we call
“heroes.”  It
will be our
honor and
privilege to
welcome
recipients of
the Medal of
Honor
among those
to be
recognized
and to share
their stories
of valor.

As we
explore what it means to be a
hero, we will present some of
America’s favorite music, with
an emphasis on the hits of the
past sixty years.  Captain Ralph
M. Gambone will conduct the
Navy Band and “Sea Chanters”
chorus along with soloists Senior
Chief Musician Wayne C.
Taylor, Chief Musician John L.
Fisher, and Musician First Class
Yolanda C. Pelzer representing

the other specialty groups.
To mark the 50th anniversary

of the truce in Korea, the Navy
Band will present “Inchon.”

This unforgettable
performance of
Robert W. Smith’s

work will “take you there” in
this musical expression of one of
the heroic battles of this
“forgotten war.”

All of this will take place in
the stately DAR Constitution
Hall that has undergone a

transformation to accommodate
the Washington Opera while the
Opera House of the Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts is

under renovation.  Although
these alterations have reduced
our audience capacity, they will

afford an
opportunity
for some
theatrical
magic.  So
be sure to
read the
back page
of this issue
for
information
about how
and where

to request your tickets to this
“must-see” event!  As your heart
fills with pride and gratitude for
those who have given so much,
we hope you will be enlightened
and inspired as we SUMMON
THE HEROES. ff

“SUMMON THE HEROES”
228TH NAVY BIRTHDAY CONCERT

I picked him up at the airport and proceeded to have a “pickin’ party.”  After that, he invited me to play a
couple of tunes with him at the Performing Arts Center in Anchorage, Alaska.  I have had the opportunity
to play and record with David Grier, Rob Ickes, Peter Rowan, Tom Paxton and the late John Hartford.
country current...When I found out that the Navy’s premier country-bluegrass group, “Country Current,”
had an opening, I had to try out for the position.  Why?  Because they ROCK!!  I’ve toured on some of
the same circuits they’ve played and have always been extremely impressed with the solid presentation
of their music. This position offers much more musically than any gig I have ever had, not to mention that
it is a wonderful way to serve my country with the skills that I know best.
hobbies...After living in Juneau, Alaska, I love to fish (bass and salmon) and hunt.  It’s all fun and good
eating!

S P O T L I G H T C O N T I N U E D . . .

Musician First Class
Yolanda C. Pelzer sings
Sentimental Journey.

Senior Chief Musician Wayne C. Taylor performs God Bless the U.S.A. as
Captain Gambone conducts the band.

"Sea Chanters" chorus performs at last year's concert.



C A P TA I N ’ S M E S S A G E

As our busy summer season
concludes I am looking
forward to the fall and new

challenges for your Navy Band. I hope
all of you had an opportunity to spend
some vacation time with family and
friends over the summer.

Our summer concert series went very well as the
Concert Band, Sea Chanters, Commodores, Country
Current and Cruisers performed numerous public
concerts throughout our National Capital region. We
received positive emails from our patrons regarding
our performances. It’s nice to know you enjoyed our
music and we appreciate your continued support. Of
course, the Ceremonial Band stayed very busy
performing numerous funerals, change of
commands/retirements, arrivals and other patriotic
events. I can’t tell you how proud I am of these
individuals. Their performances are always superb
and their dedication to duty unmatched. Our social
calendar was also full as our protocol groups provided
entertainment for a myriad of high-level dinners and
receptions.  The staff worked extra hard supporting
our schedule and as usual did an outstanding job
meeting these challenges in the face of a declining
budget and physical separation from our performing
units.  Bravo Zulu to all of the members of the Navy
Band for their continued outstanding performance of
their duties.

This year’s Navy Birthday Concert will be held at
DAR Constitution Hall on Thursday, October 16,
2003 at 8:00 p.m. The concert is entitled “Summon
the Heroes” and will pay tribute to our naval heroes
from WWII to the present. I hope you will be able to
be with us. 

Finally, I would like to thank Lieutenant
Commander Melvin P. Kessler for his friendship and
support while serving as the Assistant Officer in
Charge, and I would like to welcome Lieutenant
Commander Ralph M. Ingraham as the new AOIC.
He comes to us from Millington, Tenn. where he
served as the Deputy Director of the Navy Music
Program (PERS-64).

Thank you again for your support. We appreciate it!

F E AT U R E S / C O N C E R T H I G H L I G H T S

Public Affairs Office
The United States Navy Band
617 Warrington Ave., S.E.
Washington Navy Yard, D.C. 20374-5054

Contact
Information

“My wife and I attended the 4th of
July concert in Washington, D.C.
this past weekend.  Neither of us
had seen such a sight in our 30
years of marriage.  The crowds
were all we figured they would be.
However, the entertainment [Navy
Band] is something neither of us
expected.  I can only tell you that
we were both captivated by the
quality and variety of the songs and
performers.  I hope they all know
they are very talented people and I
am honored to serve with them.”

Colonel D. Bright
(Army Reserve on Active Duty) 

Director of Information
Management

AMC HDQTRS
Alexandria, Va. 

“I just wanted to write and tell you
that I attended the July 4th cele-
bration at the Sylvan Theatre at the
Washington Monument.  I was
more than impressed with your
performance.  I knew that the Navy
Band would be playing the usual
patriotic and other tunes that they
do, however, the extreme talents of
the members of Cruisers and the
Country Current caught me com-
pletely off guard.   My intention
was to attend for a while, then
leave and watch the fireworks from
a different location.  You made my
July 4th in Washington, D.C. a
very memorable experience.”

Larry Powalisz - Special Agent
United States Coast Guard

Investigative Service 
Ralph M. Gambone, Captain, USN
Officer in Charge/Leader

Visit us on the web at www.navyband.navy.mil
(202) 433-2525
navyband.public.affairs@navy.mil

Lieutenant Commander Ralph M.
Ingraham, who reports to the Navy Band as
Assistant Leader.  Lt. Cmdr. Ingraham comes
to the Navy Band from Millington, Tenn. where
he served as Deputy Director for the Navy
Music Program (PERS-64) at the Bureau of
Naval Personnel.  Previously he served as
Director, Navy Band Great Lakes (Ill.) and
Director, CINCSOUTH Band in Naples, Italy.
The Navy Band takes pleasure in welcoming
Lt. Cmdr. Ingraham and his wife Gerardine...

and to Musicians First Class Eric M. Lopez, trumpeter with the
Navy Band and Frank L. Solivan II, guitarist with Country Current.

Chief Musician James W. Armstrong III,
trombonist with the Navy Band, on his
selection as �Chief of the
Quarter��and to
Musician First Class
Melissa D. Bishop,
clarinetist with the Navy
Band on her selection as
�Sailor of the Quarter� for
the period April �June
2003�and to Chief

Musician James P. Logan and Musicians
First Class Brian P. Bowman, David E.
Kolo, Peter Revell and Trent R. Turner on
receiving the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal

The next time you have a chance to see
Country Current, say hello to their new
member � the versatile and extremely
talented Musician First Class Frank L.
Solivan II. His musical abilities extend from
instruments such as the banjo, cello, fiddle,
guitar and mandolin to singing!  We
welcome his enthusiasm and talents to the
Navy Band family.
background…My parents and their families
are all very musical. My mother is an
excellent singer.  She and my father both play guitar and he also
plays banjo and upright bass, which he learned as a child by standing
on a milk crate to reach the instrument!  They helped to shape my
musical beginnings.  I started playing the guitar and fiddle at about the
age of six and added the bass and banjo shortly thereafter.  I�ve
always loved to sing � even as a child.  In high school, I played violin
in the orchestra until they needed a cellist.  The orchestra director
asked me if I played the cello.  Without ever touching the instrument, I
said, �YES!�  To my surprise, learning to play the cello came naturally.
By my senior year in high school, I was first chair in my orchestra,
second in the California State Honors Orchestra and was awarded a
plaque for the most accomplished musician in high school.  I studied
with a few music teachers in my youth but most of my development
has been on my own.  During the last seven years, I have made a
concerted effort to study the mandolin family:  the mandolin, mando-
cello, mandola and octave mandolin.    While my childhood was
surrounded by country and bluegrass music, my interests are in all
styles.  I love to play blues, funk, jazz, rock and swing.  Every year we
have a family reunion where 100 to 200 family members come to eat,
drink and make music.  Everyone plays different styles of music, but
we always find a common string to pick!
great moments...Throughout my high school and college years, I
have played in numerous country and bluegrass bands that have
toured Canada, the continental U.S., Alaska and Hawaii.  In
between those great times, I have worked in warehouses, as a
school bus driver, as a substitute schoolteacher and have taught at
various bluegrass music camps throughout the year.  I have been
able to play with some of my heroes such as the great mandolin
player and founder of �Dawg Music,� David Grisman.  My friend and

Since the Navy Band
departed their Washington
Navy Yard home on April

9, 2003, the Sail Loft has
remained empty while the
contractor made final
preparations to begin the
demolition project.  Finally, in
late July, the heavy equipment
was moved in and the work was
begun.  As has been constant
through the
modernization of
buildings on the
Navy Yard, the
exterior of Buildings
105/112 will remain
intact to preserve
their historic look.
Only the interior is
being gutted and the
historic Sail Loft, the

ceremonial quarterdeck for the
Navy Yard, will remain
untouched, except for some
modifications to the stage area.
Because of the building’s height,
the band will actually gain a
Mezzanine level in a section of
the building.

As you can see in the photos
taken in early August, the effect
is quite dramatic!  Bricks and
debris have been strewn from
stem to stern.  The contractor
believes we can move back
about this time next year and,
while we are enjoying the
parking at Anacostia Annex, we
look forward to returning to our

refurbished spaces.  For those of
you who have tried to find
parking around the Navy Band
building in the last few years,
you can appreciate the situation.

At the present time we

continue to work
in, and adjust to,
our current
environment of
separation
between our
units.  While it
may be
challenging,
Captain
Gambone has

ensured communication
between all the units, staff and
officers remain at the highest
levels.  As we have all learned
from our life experiences,
adversity can bring about some
of the best changes in any
organization.  We look forward
to continuing our service to the
Navy and our country by
providing the finest music to all
our patrons at all venues. ff

N O TA B L E Q U O T E S

SAIL LOFT RENOVATION
BEGINS

W E L C O M E A B O A R D T O . . .

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S T O . . .

S P O T L I G H T O N . . .

The Navy Band was saddened
with the news that Senior Chief
Musician Ervin Swenson passed
away on July 7, 2003.  He resided
in Silver Spring, Md.

Before joining the Navy Band in
1932, Swenson attended Curtis
Institute of Music in Philadelphia,
Pa. and served in the Army.  He
retired from the Navy Band in 1962.

Ervin Swenson, former bassoonist, dies at 98

WINDJAMMERS
woodwind quintet
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER13, 7 P.M.
Navy Museum (Bldg. 76)
Washington Navy Yard
Washington, D.C.
*For FREE reservations call (202) 433-
6897.

COUNTRY
CURRENT 2003
FALL TOUR

The “Country Current”
country-bluegrass group
departs November 8 on a 15-
day tour through Florida,
Georgia, North Carolina and
South Carolina.  The list of
tour performances will appear
in the November-December
issue.

COMMODORES
2003 FALL TOUR

The “Commodores” jazz
ensemble departs November 9
on a 14-day tour through
Florida, Georgia, North
Carolina, South Carolina and
Virginia.  The list of tour per-
formances will appear in the
November-December issue.

Navy Band’s Public Affairs Office.

A worker tears down the wall
between the lounge and
Tour Operations office.

Building 105 lower level
looking in from Isaac
Hull Ave.

THE UNITED STATES NAVY
BAND ANNOUNCES
AUDITIONS FOR THE
FOLLOWING VACANCIES:
SEA CHANTERS CHORUS

Bass vocalist September 12

COMMODORES
JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Lead Trumpet October 24

Section/jazz By Appointment
tenor trombone

COUNTRY CURRENT
COUNTRY-BLUEGRASS GROUP

Pedal Steel Guitar TBD

CRUISERS ROCK ENSEMBLE

Trumpet By Appointment
(background vocals)

For more information call:
Senior Chief Musician Stuart
McLean, Audition Supervisor at
(202) 433-2840. Or email:
navyband.auditions@navy.mil.


